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What hoped will one the most interesting and important fam- 
ily life conferences ever held Oregonis scheduled for May 
Portland under the auspices the Oregon Coordinating Council 
Social Hygiene and Family Life. 


Theme the conference and Family Life". Featured 
leaders will George Beadle, one the nation's leading gene- 
ticists and current President the American Association for the 
Advancement Science, Meredith Wilson, President the Uni- 
versity Oregon, Lester Beck, Professor Psychology, Uni- 
versity Southern California, and others from Oregon colleges and 
universities. The conference will also the occasion for the first 
showing the new Brown Trust film, Human Heredity. 


The conference will open all current members the OCC and 
all who become members before May but advance registration 
required. secure place the conference, write call the 
Oregon Coordinating Council Social Hygiene and Family Life 
registration fee Council dues are paid. 


Many Coordinator readers deplored the lack table contents for 
the September, 1955 "Film Guide The table was omitted be- 
cause was believed that other guides would added from time 
time list films would soon obsolete. However, enclosed 
loosely with this, the December issue, table contents for the 
September issue which readers may easily insert their copies the 
"Film Guide Incidentally, copies the September issue are 
still available from the publication office special rate $.25each. 


MAY CONFERENCE PORTLAND 


The theme the conference planned the Oregon Coordinating 
Council for May 4-5, 1956 provocative one, embodying more 
than meets the casual eye. 


course, immediately see the relationship between family life 
and heredity terms eugenics, health, mate selection and plan- 
ned parenthood. These aspects the topic, although they probably 
deserve more attention than they get family life education, are 
fairly obvious. But there are undoubtedly many other less obvious 
and equally important aspects. 


What these are will the task the conference speakers and par- 
ticipants discover; but have had preliminary skirmish with 
the topic and can report some ideas which may developed more 
completely next May. 


For instance, are muchimpressed the educational possibilities 
which may result from the study human heredity the point de- 
parture for group classroom consideration child rearing and 
childhood behavior. Perhaps this not new idea; but seems, 
least, that recent years leaders family life education 
have concentrated environmental influences almost exclusively. 


The hidden danger such concentration lies the tacit acceptance, 
members the class study group, number myths and 

old wives' tales about the relationship between human behavior and 
human heredity. concentrating attention environmental influ- 
ences may never really correct the myths and scotch the old wives' 
tales, and our students and study group members may unconsciously 
find belief them barrier understanding accepting the prin- 
ciples are trying teach, 


very simple illustration this familiar almost all adult 
study group leaders, Sometime practically every such 
parent will say something like this; can't understand why two 
children are different. We've brought them exactly alike and 
they've had the same environment and course they have the same 
heredity."' 


almost leader grabs the tempt- 
ing bait this statement and runs away with it, explaining that the 
two children simply cannot have been brought exactly alike and 
that for various reasons they cannot have had the same environment. 
ccurs him the group that the two children, unless 
dentical twins, not have the same heredity. We'll leave 


never 
they are 


the explanation that for the May 


could almost infinitim with other mistaken notions about 
heredity which almost certainly some extent least--en- 
vironmentally centered parent education. Here are just few that 
came light recent cursory survey made the Brown 


Trust. 


large families, the last-born children tend inferior 
the first-born many ways. 


One twin always weakens the other. 
Bad temper inherited from parent near relative. 
Criminals are caused bad heredity. 


Boys inherit most their qualities from their fathers and girls 
from their mothers, 


Children cousins who marry are always defective some 


The point that real understanding human behavior (the corner- 
stone family life education) calls for accurate differentiation be- 
tween hereditary and environmental influences; and this differentiation 
cannot achieved without some fundamental study human physiology 
and 


far have been thinking only about family life education and the 
approach via study heredity. There are many other aspects 
the relationship between heredity and family life which may pro- 
fitably considered. One these the effect ignorance 
formation concerning heredity the mental health family members, 
Experience the eight existing heredity counseling centers North 
America suggests that the social services which they offer may 
much needed and wanted our communities are those offered 


> 
? 


family counseling and child guidance centers, 


That damaging anxieties concerning the inheritance undesirable 
traits, weaknesses, behavior patterns physical defeats seriously 
affect the mental health many parents and children cannot doubted. 
also virtually certain that many these anxieties could 
viated better knowledge concerning the facts human genetics. 


New knowledge concerning human heredity being acquired almost 
daily. Some us, whose study the subject may epitomized 
vague recollections Austrian monk named Gregor Mendel who 
cultivated red and white garden peas his garden and evolved from 
this hobby set "laws" about genetics, catch up. Itis, for 
instance, entirely possible that some the causes marital discord 
may ultimately genetic origin. understand this would 
great help the counselor, the pastor, the teacher concerned with 
course preparation for marriage. 


Finally, especially family life oriented approach heredity, 
need think seriously about cultural heredity well biological. 
his superior book, The New You and Amram Scheinfeld 
points out that there are genes" well biologic genes. 
And are all products both kinds. understand ourselves and 
our fellow human beings, must know much possible about 
both kinds can something improve the "social 
genes" learn recognize them; and also can something 
about the biologic genes. quote Scheinfeld, "Genetics and the 
related sciences have proved beyond question that can guide, 
not control, the destinies those who follow selecting the units 
biologic and social inheritance which pass them. make 
this selection intelligently, must first understand ourselves, the 
sources the good and the bad 


can explore some the areas outlined here under the guidance 
competent authorities next May 4-5, the time will have been well 
spent. 


*The New You and Heredity, Amram Scheinfeld. 
Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott Co., 1950. 
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LESSON FOR GROUP LEADERS FROM PALMOUR STREET 


Thomas Poffenberger 
University California 
Davis 


Although good family life and mental health films are undoubtedly val- 
uable tools for discussion group leaders, their use may involve hidden 
dangers misconceptions and potential concerns and anxieties. Lead- 
ers and teachers can arm themselves against these dangers careful 
study the films they use and audience responses them. 


These facts were demonstrated study the film, Palmour Street, 
using Oregon audiences the test population. The objectives the 
study were, first, demonstrate that many things happen film aud- 
iences which discussion leaders frequently not anticipate become 
aware of; and second, provide helpful data for leaders using this 
film. 


This film, will remembered, depicts aspects Negro family life 
Georgia. The mother and father have basically warm relationship 
between themselves and with their four young children. They are por- 
trayed, however, real people with occasional friction and problems. 
Aunt Esther lives next door with her two older While the 
mother works outside the home, Aunt Esther takes care the children, 
series excellent scenes the film depicts common events the 
lives these two families which are similar the daily interpersonal 
relationships most husbands and wives, parents and children. 
general, all goes well Palmour Street until one day the father 
hurt accident. The wife faces some difficult problems until 

well again. The film ends with the narrator asking the audience 
what they might they were this mother's place. 


For the study, each basic principle which the film depicts was reduced 
multiple choice story problem. Audiences were tested these 
story problems before seeing the film and again after seeing it. Thus 
was possible evaluate the success the film teaching device. 


The results the research indicate that the film, whole, 
markably successful conveying viewers the principles and concepts 


2 


which was designed convey. But certain scenes and sequences 
apparently created misunderstanding, least failed convince 

the audiences sufficiently prevent disagreement with what the 

vestigator believed was the correct response the story problem. 

study such scenes rewarding the leader, not because they 
necessarily indicate weakness the film, but because they may 
forewarn him concerning audience behavior 


For instance, Streetthere one sequence which 
shows the very tired mother putting her bed. Her olcer 
daughter disturbs the rovtine asking her mother question about 
school work and the speaks sharply saying, "Can't you see 
I'm busy!" After the mother has finished tucking the younger 
children, she goes into her daughter, pats her the shoulder and 
asks kindly what was that she wanted. checking the statement 
which described the action they felt mother should take sucha 
situation, many audience members indicated that would better 
ask the daughter what was she wanted" rather than the 
the statement preferred the investigator, the daughter that 
she sorry and ask her what she wanted." The fact that the 
mother the film scene did not verbally express sorrow for her 
crossness left many audience members with the impression that such 
remark was not important. 


Two typical statements audience members illustrate this, "It 

isn't necessary tell the child that she sorry. That under- 
stood the mother's And "You don't need say you're 
sorry you act you Many parents doubt would prefer 
believe the latter since admitting oneself wrong often difficult. 
For children, however, the fact that parent, when wrong, will admit 
means great deal terms humanizing the relationship. 


scene which the parents are shown quarreling was interpreted 
ferently members the sample. The purpose this scene 
show that some friction inevitable all families and that arguments 
between parents front their children will occur from timeto 
The narrator points out that such arguments are concern children 
but that few arguments will not hurt there good basic feeling 
between parents. The present research indicated, however, that the 
argument between the parents carried such emotional impact that 
many audience members were unable accept the narrator's state- 
After seeing the film, more than thirty per cent the group 
still believed that such occasional fight could "seriously threaten 
the children's security the indication this feeling, 
one parent still not sure what effect occasional outburst 


a: 


between parents might have The solution given the 
film was not satisfactory". 


the other hand, number people mentioned the quarrel scene 

the one that gave them the most satisfaction. One person remarked, 
fact that parents can occasionally and not permanently 
injure children involved" gave her satisfaction. Another wrote, 
picture showed more clearly that small not hurt child's 
These two points view make discussion this 
scene almost always fruitful. 


another scene the mother shown putting out snack for her ten- 
year~old daughter eat when she comes home from school. The 
rator comments, "When both mother and father have work, 

hard give children the kind care they need. But Dorothy (the 
daughter) knows her mother never leaves without putting out lunch 

for her. good way get her come home directly after 


This last statement seemed cause some confusion, Before seeing 
the film, eighty-one per cent the sample selected the answer indi- 
cating that the best reason leave lunch let the girl 
know that the mother was thinking her. After seeing the film only 
forty per cent checked that item, while fifty-six per cent gave approval 
the reason that brings her home from Only four per cent 
had checked this remark before seeing the film. What the best 
for leaving out lunch? Would lunch itself bring child 
from school must there emotional value well 

nutritional one? 


Questions were asked regarding scenes that were most liked, most 
disliked, those causing concern and those which helped audience 
bers with their individual problems. far the largest group 
imately one third the total sample) preferred the scene where the 
father came home from work happy mood and took the children out 
the mother's way while she prepared dinner. This scene seems 
express what many women consider the ideal father-family relation- 
ship. typical comment was, "It was great help the mother 
have the children entertained and makes fine relationship between 
the father and Another woman wrote, only wish Father 
could see this film, because have only one son there should 
more companionship between Another remarked, "My 
lem believing these things when husband disagrees about any 
help available from study groups films." 


was evident both the written responses and the spoken response 


the film discussions that many women were concerned regarding 
the attitude their husbands toward their would 
worthwhile know whether not such scenes increase decrease 


conflict between husband and wife. what extent wives return 
home from film discussion meetings and reprimand their husbands 
for not being like the husband the film? Or, least, what 
extent they feel more dissatisfied with the way the husbands be- 
have? discussion leaders will find this point profitable one 
explore. 


The other two scenes most preferred were the family meal scene 
and the house cleaning scene where all the children are shown help- 
ing the mother. Both portray ideal situations which appealed 
many audience members. good discussion can get under way 
asking group how realistic they feel either scene is. 


The greatest number audience members reacted unfavorably 
those scenes which the "mean" aunt appeared. Inall, 225 per- 
sons mentioned scenes involving Aunt Esther, the adult the film 
who showed little understanding the emotional needs either her 
own children the children next door whom she looked after while 
the mother worked. The strength the involvement these scenes 
illustrated the comment one woman, "When the mother left 
for work and left her children with Aunt Esther, felt Iwere 
leaving them this unsuitable Many others expressed 
concern that they might leaving have leave their children 
with someone who might like Aunt Esther. number women 
expressed concern that they themselves might like the aunt. 
Since the world full Aunt Esthers and since perhaps all may 
have little her from time time, the characteristics 
such personality well worth exploration the group discussion. 
Was she really mean person? Why did she act the way she did? 
Can help children understand such people? 


Another scene frequently disliked was the quarreling one previously 
mentioned. Since fights disagreements are common, parents seem 

identify with the quarreling parents the film and when they see 

the effects the fight the children the film, they become alarmed 
about the possible effects their own this respect was 
interesting note that significantly higher percentage those 
ren continued feel, after seeing the film, that such fight might 
harmful children than did adults the sample without children 

the students the marriage classes. 


The responses number other scenes also pointed the fact 


that those the sample who had children reacted differently from 
those without the sex education scene 

old girl told "dirty older girl friend. She shows 
indifference the story. Audience members were asked select 
the statement which they thought might best explain the younger 

girl's attitude. significantly larger number persons the sam- 
ple without children gave the reason, "Her parents have seen 

that she knows about sex and human Those with 
children tended check, "Her mother has always answered any 
questions she has asked about doubt more comfortable 
for parents merely answer questions regarding sex than sure 
the child understands, whether not questions have been asked. The 
probable answer that they felt this was what the scene meant be- 
cause what they wanted believe meant. 


The results this study indicate that those with children are more 
handicapped emotional factors accepting sound concepts from 
the film than are those without doubt because ofthis 
fact that many find discussion groups with parents more difficult 
handle and requiring greater understanding the part the leader 
than those with high school college students. 


The next most commonly disliked scene was the dramatic ending 

the film when the mother told the father's accident. typical 
comment was, was she going keep the children secure 

spot like Another remark was, "The film did not come 

logical Fifty-two persons reported worry about ac- 
cidents and keeping the family together case illness loss the 
father. Such comments as, "What would lost 
indicated this concern, course for people 
prepare themselves for such possibilities long there great 
preoccupation with the matter. The response the sample the film 
ending, however, raises some What the purpose the 
film? present sound principles child rearing, seems 
this with reasonable effectiveness until the final few scenes con- 
cerning the accident and the final question left with the audience, "What 
would you you were this mother's This study would tend 
indicate that many the sample want the question answered before 
they are willing and discuss child rearing practices and family 


addition, hoped that the film will help fathers understand 
ter their role the psycho-social development their children, With 
the importance placed the fact that the wife will have work 
result the husband's disability, however, some fathers may brush 
off the entire film not applying them since they have taken care 


such eventuality. One father wrote, have insurance policy 
case accident the wife would not have For these 

reasons recommended that the audience told the film's end- 
ing during the introduction and askedtofocus attention the vary- 
ing emotional feelings and relationships that exist among the children 
and adults the film. 


Another large group made comments which indicated that they were 
concerned with themselves their children result seeing the 
film. One commented, see where could have done better 
family grew Another said, ''Have given children the best 
equipment for meeting their own problems result seeing 
the film these parents began look themselves more critically. While 
this may considered positive factor for young parents, would 
seem important that parents whose children are nearly grown are not 
left feel that all lost because they raised their children somewhat 
differently from the way that now advised. 


One person reported being concerned with the living conditions 
the true that the houses shown the film have not been 
painted recently, but the conditions are anything but 
two houses shown are probably cleaner than many those lived 
audience members. However, only one person, discussion, made 
the point that the film did not apply because the low standard liv- 
ing shown. The investigator was told later that this woman had been 
"raised very poor district and was trying very hard forget it." 
The film seemed threaten her since she had renounced her past 
the basis that poor was bad. The film was evidently 
threat since showed that happiness and successful living are not nec- 
essarily correlated with economic status. 


this respect, seemed possible that anti-Negro feelings might 
increased giving rise guilt feeling the part some who might 
feel that they were not giving their children the experience family 
living that the parents the There was little evidence 
indicate that this was the case, however. Rather, seemed the 
other way around, Nineteen persons made specific comments that the 
film had given them new understanding about Negroes. Some these 
comments were: certainly shows that Negroes are interested 
being fine people and raising their children properly."' "It shows people 
that Negro families are just like everyone else and not Also, 
much love there the hearts people regardless their 
ition life.'' And, glad the film has Negro cast. makes 
have warmer feeling toward them."' Also these comments, ''Helped 


surprising, but have never been where could see Negroes their 
home situation. helped get over the feeling that they were 
bit The comments indicate that those who fear the film may 
suitable for other than Negro audiences need not concerned 
about showing any group. introducing the film, however, 
has been found helpful prepare the audience saying that the film 
was made for Negroes, but because its excellence now used with 
all groups. 


Approximately one fourth the total sample respondents indicated 
that they had received personal help from the film better 
standing themselves and their children, father commented, "It 
has given more help understanding that when get home should 
play more with our referring the scene where the 
mother takes out time from her wash dance with the children, one 
mother said, ''Well next time heck with the 
been more like Aunt Another said, "If mother working 
hard her wash can cheerful and join the fun with the girls, 
surely with modern conveniences could more And 
another, ''The mother dancing with her daughter and their friends may 
help play with children Other testimonial statements 
were, "It makes see how impatient about letting children 
help me," shouldn't scold boy," "Seeing this will 
help have more and good many others. While 

admitted that such statements way can permit assume 
that these new insights resolutions will really helpful 
ried out, the fact that people are able see themselves new light 
certainly step the right direction, 


However, all the reactions outlined this paper, including the test- 
imonials concerning the values the film add evidence great 
personal involvement and identification between members audiences 
and characters family life films, Even when the involvement appears 
the surface salutary potentially damaging unless the leader 
gives ample opportunity for release tensions through discussion, 
his own comments both before and after showing the film. And this 
adds the lesson which the present study brings parent educa- 
tion leaders: Know the films you use thoroughly and anticipate, 
careful study, the reactions and responses your audiences, 


*The article based Technique for Evaluating Family Life 
and Mental Health Films" Thomas Poffenberger. Unpublished 
Ed.D. thesis, Michigan State College, 


Ivan Nye 
State College Washington 


Americans are faced today with many patterns family life. What 
more important they are faced with many families being formed 
which the same family the husband and wife have quite differ- 

ent concepts what family is. For example, with some couples 

the husband expects make all the decisions, but the wife expects 

make least half them, perhaps the wife believes birth 
control but the husband does not. With another couple the husband 

sees the major function the family the accumulation money, 
but the wife considers money only means end and believes 
should spent. 


The question may legitimately raised whether this new prob- 
lem one that has always been present. Present data suggest that 
there societies some disagreement andonthe roles 
played husbana wife, but that there more disagreement 
today than earliertimes. years ago most 
ilies had about the same occupation physica! and social environ- 
ment, Eighty-five per cent lived farms small The 
roles husband and wife appear have been rather clearly and gen- 
erally defined. For example, wives prepared aii food, did all clean- 
ing, had large families, did not work offices and factories, and 
did not ordinarily make the major family None these 
assumptions can made today. 


Heterogeneity and Cultural Change 
Two facts appear large part responsible for the greater 


disagreement roles and values which find today. These 


*Presented the Pacific Northwest Conference Family Life, 
Portland, Oregon, March 26, 1955 


ee 


are {1) increased heterogeneity including more contact between het- 
groups and rapid cultural change, 


note heterogeneity. One hundred years ago, almost every- 
one was Today, only about 15% are farmers and the number 
distinct occupations runs into the hundreds. point out that 
typically has different set experiences from those the pro- 
fessional bartender and that both are different from the ministeris only 
call attention fact known all. The family life each group 
differs somewhat also. Ina society boasting hundreds occupations, 
the heterogeneity from this source extremely great. 


Another principal source heterogeneity comes from the diverse cul- 
tural backgrounds our people. These backgrounds range fromSweden 
Greece, and from England Japan. This heterogeneity has always 
been part America, but has taken added significance now that 
cities and good transportation have brought our diverse groups into 
more intimate and constant used stay more them- 
selves. 


Perhaps even more important source role and value disagree- 

ment stems from our rapid cultural change. The writer cannot, 

this brief space, attempt describe all the important changes 
American culture the past 100 years. Some the most important have 
taken place the production goods. One hundred years ago, the aver- 
age American home produced 90% what consumed; now produces 
less than 10% what consumes. Then, the wife the home produced 
large portion these goods through home canning, clothing making, 
home cleaning, and gardening, and performed her housework hand. 
Now, most production takes place other businesses, and 
the housework done large part vacuum cleaners, automatic washers, 
automatic stokers, like. All these changes have also demanded 
greater buying power purchase these goods and services. 


Just few the many economic changes the writer has mentioned have 
led great changes family life. The wife longer plays many 
her former economic roles and there striking lack concensus 
the nature her proper roles the changed situation. The tradi- 
tional position has been that she continue her wife-mother roles, 
ing the fact that much that role has been removed from her. Those 
who advocate change the modern woman's role have been split between 
those who see the woman taking job, and those who would add host 
community duties inplace her economic roles. Minor groups have 
adopted even other improvisations meet the situation, including the 


glamour girl and companionship roles. Even this doesn't end the con- 
fusion family roles produced this economic change, for when the 
wife takes position outside the home, extensive readjustments the 
performance her housekeeping duties are required. 


Americansare continuing experience unprecedented rate cul- 
tural change which influences the nature the functions performed 
the family, this turn changes the duties husbands, wives, and 
changing cultural situation, some family members 
are clinging old role definitions and others are experimenting with 
host new and conflicting definitions the duties, obligations, and 
privileges family members, 


The Concept Family Cultures 


Attention has been directed the fact that not have uniform def- 
initions duties and privileges for husbands, wives, and children. Yet 
each has whole set such definitions for most family situations 
and are quite sure that our conceptions husband, wife, and child 
roles are correct. For example, typically the husband who feels that 
place the home" does not philosophically remark that 
this only one number definitions the role the wife, any 
one which might equally valid. sure that all other definitions 
are wrong! Where these definite but contradictory concepts come 
from? They are part our inner core beliefs and values. Hence, 
they come primarily from one's own family experiences(in what some- 
times called the family orientation). 


This conclusion suggests that need additional concept addi- 
tional teaching and research tool the concept 
Americans have become more less familiar with the concept cul- 
ture general. They know that they have different language, reli- 
gion, different form government from those the people 
South Sea island. Americans say their "cultures" are different. And 
they have learned expect different behavior from other societies be- 
cause they have different cultures. Americans are learning, too, that 
within society such our own there are segments called sub cultures 
which share most the total culture but have certain distinctive dif- 
ferences. well-known example sub-culture that the south 
eastern part the United States which has distinctive set customs 
and attitudes with respect Negroes. Southerners are not expected 
act think quite the same other Americans any matter dealing 
with Negroes because the sub-culture which has fashioned their atti- 
tudes and This fruitful approach may carried another im- 
portant step, that visualizing each family minute sub-culture 


which shares some the customs, attitudes, and values the entire 
society, but may differ from other families many important res- 
pects. The Williams family may consistently send grade school child- 
ren bed 8:00; the Jones consistently send the same age children 
bed and the Greens send theirs bed when they them- 
selves go. The Joneses regularly attend movies and athletic events 
for recreation; the Williams carry out extensive recreation home; 
and the Greens have recreation, such. Mrs. Williams was trained 
for career, worked before her children came and returned work 
soon the children were school. Mrs. Green has never worked 
for pay but has always taken active part the community life. Mrs. 
Jones has always confined her activities entirely her home. 
could describe many even 100 patterns behavior the 
family which differ from family family. The child absorbs these 
family cultural patterns the same way that all learn speak 
English, eat three meals day, and school; and believes 
them irrationally. 


vague sort way have been aware that individuals have differ- 
end concepts husband, wife, and child roles. One the current mar- 
riage and family texts devotes major share five chapters adjust- 
ment problems connected with mixed marriages, finances, and in-laws. 
Another devotes portion three chapters some these subjects. 
third text has one chapter money and one mixed marriages. 
finding that long engagements result fewer divorces, there some 
evidence that differences role conceptions may emerge from casual 
discussions family life the more conscious discussions goals 
and values which appear more likely take place during long 
leisurely engagement. 


Even though there considerable discussion practical problems 
some the leading marriage texts and although some engaged couples 
talk over some their goals and philosophies married life with one 
another, neither texts nor our engaged couples have attacked this prob- 
lem with sufficient thoroughness systematic Young 
people college age are still thinking marital partners essentially 
terms personality. Now, this not say that personality not im- 
portant marriage. But the problem may illustrated hypothetical 
case. and had promised themselves real vacation next 
summer. They had arranged for Mr. "A" have six weeks off from the 
office. They had saved their money that they could get new car and 
some other vacation equipment. The date drew near and they went shop- 
ping for the new car and equipment. developed that they couldn't 
agree. Mr. wanted one the new metal stationwagons. also 
wanted tent, fishing tackle and hiking clothes. Mrs. 


new "hardtop" convertible, some golf clubs, and some dressy sport 
clothes. clear that they didn't want the same vacation. Mrs. "A" 
had her heart set fashionable resort hotel the upper Hudson 
River, while Mr. was preparing for camping, fishing, and hiking 
trip Alaska. Both wanted vacation, both had saved, both could take 
one, but they didn't want the same one. Many marriages today are being 
put together with just such diverse goals and values. Both young people 
want marry, they are able marry, they have acceptable personal- 
ities, but they are likely fail because their goals lead them differ- 
ent directions. 


Areas Conflicting Values and Role Definitions 


Youth today appear have little idea where their problem areas 
lie, with the possible exception marriages. per- 
haps would most useful aid locating conflict areas toreview 
the functions that families perform. The ones listed are Ogburn's (1) 
with several minor additions. 


(1) sex satisfactions (6) religious participation 
and training 
(2) affection (7) status giving 
(3) economic (8) children 
production physical care 
consumption training 


personality formation 


(4) protection women and (9) intellectual stimulation 


children 


(5) recreation 


Since husband and wife work together intimately perform these 
family functions, any the above could foster differing definitions 
husband and wife behavior. Just which areas produce the greatest dis- 
agreements will perhaps have demonstrated research, but 
there ample evidence disagreement between husband and wife 
the economic area family living regard making and spending 
money, well child care, child training, and personality 
Disagreements also appear the sexual, the affectional (here 


(1)Ogburn, William 1933. "The Family and Its Functions" 
the report the President's Committee Social Trends 
called RECENT SOCIAL TRENDS. McGraw-Hill Book Company, 
New pp. 661-708, 


r) 


would included in-law roles), the function 
areas. The decision-making areawhich above areas 
should mentioned well. There appear fewer conflicts 
definitions the family's function women and children, 
intellectual stimulation, and perhaps the status giving function. 


Family Role and Family Value Inventories? 


Since appears that our concepts the roles husband and wife and 
our values originate inthe family experience each person, follows 
that these conceptions are present the mind the individual the 
time marriage. should possible then frame number 
questions which would disclose the concepts the husband andwife roles 
held young people going into marriage, and should relatively 
easy also compare the answers anengaged see where they 
agree and disagree, whether disagreements are confined toa single func- 
tion the family whether they are spread throughout the family func- 
tions. 


job done. The research job construct marital roles and 
value inventories which will disclose person's concepts the roles 
husband and wife and the hierarchy their values. When such 
ventories are constructed, the hypothesis that role and value agree- 
ment related marital success must tested. The findings should 
give the marriage teacher additional facts and another point view 
discusses such potential problem areas money, child training, 
and in-laws. However, the key person foster improved marital suc- 
cess may the pre-marital counselor. The family role and value in- 
ventories may potential tool that can help him locate the conflicting 
values and role concepts which will rise harass the young couple 
once the romantic fever had died and they settle down family living. 
start being made this problem the State College 
ton. 


now seems probable, concepts important roles and values can 
measured before marriage, findings can center the disagreements 
that exist between the couple, how great the amount disagreement, 
and what areas family life are disagreements The fam- 
ily specialist may not say couple, disagreements are too 
great for That decision will always made the couple 
themselves, but the counselor can look forward the near future 
helping couples contemplating marriage get very clear picture the 
problerns that they particular couple are likely encounter they 
marry. 


SAMPLE MARRIED COLLEGE STUDENTS 
AND ASPECTS THEIR IN-LAW RELATIONSHIPS 


Paul Ullman 
University Oregon 


dealing with problems connected with in-law relationships some 
historical perspective the American family value. During 

the past two centuries the family this country has undergone 
iety modifications while accomodating changing society. Prior 
the movement the typical frontier-rural family 
was comparatively large, self-sufficient unit. was characterized 
few breakdowns from divorce separation, relatively stable 
ecological position, and known role-expectations for its members. The 
ties among the immediate family and its relatives were strong and last- 
ing. All family members were considered part closed economic 
unit and increase the size family increased its chances for 
success which that time was primarily centered survival. The 
functional needs the family members for food, clothing, shelter, 
protection, education, religion, and recreation were ali 
the family framework. The effects this way life were such 
produce "family mindedness" among its members. This concept 
has been explored Burgess and Locke through ideal construct 
termed The construct includes the following character- 
istics: 


The feeling the part all members that they 
belong pre-eminently the family group and that 
all other persons are outsiders, 


Complete integration individual activities for the 
achievement family objectives. 


The assumption that land, money, and other mat- 
erial goods are family property, involving the ob- 
ligation support individual members and give 
them assistance when they are need. 


all other members rally the 
support another member attacked outsiders. 


Concern for the perpetuation the family 
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way contrast, the present day family meeting the requirements 
industrialization has become small, independent unit that empha- 
sizes satisfaction the individualistic needs its members. 

necessity able fit into the small urban dwelling units and main- 
tain high degree mobility order take advantage industrial 
opportunities they arise. The tremendous concern Americans 
with appears related. The func- 
tional needs are now almost completely supplied outside agencies. 

family this form has little need in-laws. Close ties with in-laws 
may actually prove handicap newly married couple attempting 
achieve contemporary culturally approved goals. For example, the 
newly married couple with close ties may often faced with 
the dilemma moving away from their in-laws order take 
sirable job versus staying nearby their and giving sucha 

job opportunity. Further, older in-laws, like children, may actually 
become financial burden the modern family and consequently slow 
its advance toward the present-day symbols success: the house, 
the car... 


the contention the writer that in-law troubles like other troubles 
marital and family relations can explained part the price 
the particular way which became nation. 


The purpose the current study add our information 
extent and kinds in-law problems and the ways which they are 
handled. The data were obtained from sample married college 
dents attending small independent college Northwest Oregon. The 
college denominational and because the expression many 
tive values toward the family contained religious philosophy might 
speculate that in-law problems here would either somewhat less wide- 
spread less likely expressed than other segments the pop~ 
lation, 


The husbands and wives were asked the following questions pertaining 


What your current level adjustment? 


(2) What things your in-laws which cause great irritation 
you? 


(1) Burgess, Ernest and Locke, Harvey,1945, The Family, American Book 


Co., New York, 
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What you like best about your in-laws? 


(3) 


(4) What helped you most getting along with your in-laws? 


(5) in-law relations what does your spouse which causes 
greatest irritation you? 


(6) problems you have in-law relations which you find 
difficulty discussing with your spouse? 


Three out four wives and slightly higher proportion their 
bands reported good excellent adjustment with their in-laws. One 
out ten husbands and wives reported poor very poor adjust- 
ment. However, only per cent the cases did both husband and 
wife check the same level agreement. these figures the extent 
in-law adjustment were hold true for the rest the country then 
roughly million families would report difficulties. 


cause great irritation you? three ten husbands and like pro- 
portion the wives had complaints all. One fifth the husbands 
and one eighth the wives did not respond the question. The most 
mentioned source irritation was interfering kinds be- 
havior. One out four husbands and like proportion their wives 
reported this the case. These findings are ina 
study Duvall (2) where interference was consistently felt one 
the greatest problems. Next interference, critical and deroga- 
tory remarks in-laws were mentioned one out ten husbands 
and similar proportion their spouses the greatest source 
irritation. 


Half the wives and almost half the husbands found some positive 
quality such cheerfulness and helpfulness they liked 
best" about their in-laws. the husbands and about one- 
tenth the wives chose noninterfering behavior their in-laws 
their most desirable trait. appears from these results that husbands 
and wives find many positive attributes their in-laws but still regard 
being allowed run their own lives very 


spite the relatively high level adjustment in-laws indicated 
question above, the largest proportion both wives and husbands 


(2) Duvall, Evelyn M., 1954, In-Laws: Pro and Con, Association Press, 
New York, pp. 191, 224, 261. 
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who responded the question ''What helped you most getting along 
with reported minimum social contact or'distance" 
being most helpful. One out four husbands and one out five wives 
answered inthis manner. This again may taken support for the 
proposition that interference the greatest problem in-law rela- 
tionships. the remainder the sample, one out ten husbands 
and one out twenty wives believed that giving their in-laws 
desires had helped them most getting along. one- 
tenth the husbands and wives reported neutral attitude 
looking points and ''minding their own Finally 
another small proportion found either positive attitude their own 
part again something positive about their in-laws most helpful. Ap- 
proximately one-fifth the husbands and wives did not respond 

the question. 


large part the in-law problem for each spouse may the type 
relationship their marital partner has with his her parents. this 
respect wives were slightly more critical their husbands than the 
husbands were them. Responses the question, "In in-law rela- 
tions what does your spouse which causes the greatest irritation 
indicate that the wives and one-tenth the husbands 
felt their spouse's own family had too much influence over their spouse. 
Approximately the same proportions hold for the criticism unfriend- 
liness indifference the part one's spouse one's own family. 
The largest proportion spouses, almost one~half the husbands and 
better than one-third the wives had criticism their marital part- 
ners far the in-law relationship are concerned. 


The problem too much influence over the spouse his her family 
may related the expectations the small, contemporary Amer- 
ican family its present day societal setting. The burden for satis- 
fying our emotional needs for love, security, and 
seems rest almost exclusively this small family group. Certainly 
the impersonal character our urban-industrial society, which eulo- 
gizes the ''strong, silent, and unemotional" individual and encourages 
him develop efficiency similar the machines runs, does not 
make for such satisfactions these emotional needs. Consequently, 
way compensation, both children and parents tend become emo- 
tionally overdependent upon each other and often find difficult 
the necessary emotional break that marriage entails. Under these con- 
ditions in-laws may become rivalsfor the attention and affection the 
Were kinship ties stronger society large less impersonal 
such over-dependence might 
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST FAMILY LIFE NEWS AND NOTES 


Arthur Glogau, Department Editor 
Oregon College Education 
Monmouth, Oregon 


This section planned for the sharing ideas, programs, inforraa- 
tion about conferences, workshops, and other items interest the 
area Family Life. Please forward any information about what your 
schools, church and community groups and agencies are planning, 
the editor the above address. 


Lester Kirkendall, Professor Family Life, Oregon State Col- 
lege, will serve consultant for the schools Dade 
Florida, for week, March 5-9, 1956. will assist them their 
efforts improve and develop their program sex education and 
family life. This the programwhich outlinedinthe Florida course 
study "Effective After closing the work Florida, 
Dr. Kirkendall will New York City attend the annual Groves 
Conference Marriage and The Family being held Teachers Col- 
lege, Columbia University. Here will speak and Ex- 
pectancies Premarital Sex 


The first recipient the Brown Trust Fellowship for graduate 
study Marriage and Family Living Irving Tebor who has begun 
his doctorate work Oregon State College. Mr. Tebor comes Ore- 
gon from his position school social worker the public schools 
Wausau, Wisconsin. While there assisted planning course 
Marriage and Family Relations for the Wausau High School, Mr.and 
Mrs. Tebor and their two children are now residing Corvallis. 


Lester Kirkendall the author new pamphlet 
the Other which has just been published Science Research 
Associates. The purpose the pamphlet discuss some the 
common points misunderstanding between the sexes, and improve 
inter-sex understanding. The Brown Trust assisted the prep- 
aration the pamphlet publishing pre-publication edition which 


was then entitled, 'You and Sex Membership." 


Workshop Counseling Adolescents Premarriage and Family 
Problems will held this summer the University Oregon. June 
18-29, 1956. Lester and Norman Sundberg. Daily 10:00 
12:00 and 1:00 3:00. hours credit. 


For persons counseling adolescents situations centering dating, 
mate selection, sexual adjustment and parent-adolescent adjustments. 
Especially for counselors, deans, and teachers with counseling res- 
ponsibilities. 


James Rollins has been appointed Research Assistant the De- 
partment Sociology the University Oregon. working 
toward his family sociology and assisting Professor Theodore 
Johannis, Jr. with research concerned with social factors influ- 
encing sex roles and the division labor within the family. 


Paul Ullman continuing his work toward the Ph.D. family soc- 
iology the University Oregon and assisting Professor Johannis 
with redesign functional course Marriage and the Family for 
college juniors and seniors. 


Katherine Read, Head the Department Family Life the 
School Home Economics, Oregon State College, will leave 
the spring 1956. She will visit nursery schools and parent counseling 
centers this country and England. Visits will include the Merrill- 
Palmer School Detroit, the Child Development Center New York, 
and the Tavistock Clinic London. She will also some traveling 

the continent. 


The Salem YWCA held series six meetings this fall for parents 
adolescents. Miss Mildred Glover was charge arranging the pro- 


The Family Life class Mrs. Hope Edwards, North Salem High School, 
has invited various speakers from the community discuss different 
aspects Marriage and Family problems with the class. 


The Freshman Orientation Course Oregon College Education, 
ducted Joan Seavey and Art Glogau, included six periods devoted 
Marriage and Family Life college. Group discussions, case studies, 
and aids were included. 


There appears trend toward increase the number mar- 
ried students college. Many Northwest colleges have per cent 
more their total student body married. 


The 1956 meetings the Pacific Northwest Conference Family Rel- 
ations will held the Gonzaga Hotel Spokane, Washington, April 
The State Washington Home Economists will join the groupfor 
the evening meeting April More information and the specifics 

the program may obtained from Mrs. Carol 
Pacific Northwest Conference Family Relations; Division Rural 
Sociology; State College Washington; Pullman, Washington. 


The National Council Family Relations 1956 meeting will held 
Boston University Boston, Massachusetts August 27, 28, 
Topic: Marriage, The Family and Mental Health. 


The new address the National Council Family Relations 1219 
University Avenue, Minneapolis 14, Minnesota. Mrs. Dorothy 
Dyer the University Minnesota Chairman the Operating 
Committee. 


The National Council Family Relations now putting out news 
letter its membership and persons interested family life edu- 
cation. The editor would like feature developments family life 
education all school levels, and have interesting information about 
counseling and research. also interested ininformation about 
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persons, new materials, conferences, summer schools, and similar 
developments. The items average about 13-140 words length. All 
items should sent Dr. Judson Landis, University California, 
Berkeley California. 


AGE FIRST MARRIAGE THE UNITED STATES 


"For men, the favorite age first marriage was 22. 
fifth all first marriage occurred these ages, and more than one- 
half them took place before the twenty-fourth birthday had been 
reached. The women first marriage were about years younger 
than the men. The favorite age was 19, and more than half 
the marriagesoccured before age 21. the women (82 
per cent) and more than three fifths (63 per cent), married for the 
first time before their twenty-fifth birthday." 


From Hugh Carter 1954, Characteristics Recently 
Married Persons United States, April STATISTICS, 
vol. (3, October 12). 
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